Opportunities for neuroprotection in traumatic brain injury.
Traumatic injury of the brain in man is normally followed by little or no recovery of function by the lesioned tissue. Neuroprotective strategies employed in the acute period after traumatic CNS injury attempt to use pharmacological tools to reduce the progressive secondary injury processes that follow after the initial lesion occurs to limit overall tissue damage. Results from experimental animal studies using a variety of drugs that modulate neurotransmitter function, scavenge free radicals, or interfere with cell death cascades point toward many new opportunities for pharmacological intervention in the acute and subacute period after traumatic brain injury.